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Dear Family, 

This half term has flown by; it feels like we only came back recently but here we are at the 

end of a 7 week half term. It has been great to have everyone back, wonderful to see our 

156 new Year 7 students and also to see our Year 10 students starting their GCSE courses. 

There have been all sorts of exciting events and activities this half term. We have launched 

more than 20 clubs and societies for students to attend, had our Theatre School auditions, 

begun planning for our Christmas Carol Show, visits to the theatre, visits from Marvel Man 

animators, victory for our sports teams and over 700 people through the door on our Open 

Evening. It has been hugely busy with much more to come throughout the year.  

Here are some important notices for the next half term: 

 

End of Half Term 1 

Term will end on Friday 21st October at the normal time of 3:25pm, there is no early finish.  

 

Start of Half Term 2 

Students should return to the Academy on Monday 31st October at the normal time of 8:40. 

A reminder that the clocks go back on Sunday 30th October so please make sure you adjust 

your clocks ready for the morning! 

 

Worsening Weather 

As we approach the winter months the weather is taking a turn for the worse. Please ensure 

that students come to the Academy with an appropriate coat. If there is anyone who is 

struggling please contact our Safeguarding Team and we will try and help from our hardship 

fund. 

 

Uniform Swap Shop 

Recently we asked for donations of items of uniform that are in good condition that your child 

no longer needs, or they have grown out of. We have had a large number of very kind 

donations and our Admin team have been working hard to catalogue and organise them so 

we can set up a Uniform Swap Shop. You will be able to look at a list of uniform that is 

available and take an item that your child needs free of charge.  

When you have items that your child grows out of, you can donate them so that someone 

else may be able to make use of them. We just ask that items are in good condition and are 

washed before being donated to main reception and hope that this may help out as energy 



 

 

bills continue to rise. As always, please let us know if you need support with compulsory 

items of equipment or uniform as we are able to help out. 

 

Pupil Premium 

On the back of this, a letter will be sent out after half term to families whose children are 

eligible for Pupil Premium funding. This is children who receive Free School Meals or have 

received Free School Meals in the last 6 years. Schools receive extra funding from the 

government that we can spend on certain things to support the education of the children and 

we are going to outline our plans for supporting students with this funding.  

You can check if you are eligible to apply for Free School Meals here:  

Free school meals | Sandwell Council 

 

Free School Meal Vouchers 

The Authority is again providing funding for Free School Meal vouchers over half term, these 

should come to you via email to the value of £15. The company we use is Wonde School 

Vouchers so please check your emails and junk mail also. If you have not received them, 

please contact the WBCA office. 

 

Disabled Parking 

Though always tempting to speed up drop-offs, please do not use the disabled bays unless 

you are a blue badge holder. We have a number of students with disabilities who need to 

use those spaces and need the wide area that they offer.  

 

As mentioned before, parking is busy, please drop off in designated areas, not on the red 

route and not on the road leading to the drop off and car park. It may take 3-4 minutes to 

drop off a child by car. Please also be mindful about driving carefully through the car park, 

looking out for children and pedestrians. Students should look carefully before opening car 

doors and jumping out of cars and always check that the area is safe. 

 

Energy Drinks 

Please note that these are not permitted within the Academy as they are unsuitable for 

children and that students should not buy and drink them before they arrive. 

 

National Online Safety 

Our Academy is committed to protecting our students online by working with National Online 

Safety- providing resources for all parents and carers. The resources include Parents & 

Carers courses (presented by Myleene Klass), online video resources and weekly guides 

covering a huge range of topics.  

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200151/education_benefits/2176/free_school_meals#:~:text=Your%20child%20may%20be%20entitled%20to%20free%20school,Authority%20which%20your%20child%20%28ren%29%20school%20is%20in%29


 

 

Several families have already signed up to this free resource. To create your account, 

please follow https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/west-bromwich-collegiate-academy and 

complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user 

type.   

You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new 

smartphone app. To download the app, please go to: 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos 

Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store. 

Any problems or questions about this resource please contact a member of the 

Safeguarding Team. 

 

Family Forum 

On November 10th at 4:30pm we will be hosting Family Forum, a chance to hear from the 

Principal about forthcoming developments in the Academy and to ask any questions you 

may have. If you are interested in coming along please contact the office or drop an email to 

info@wbca.shirelandcat.net. 

 

Clubs and Societies 

We are running a full schedule of lunchtime and after school clubs as well as homework club 

being available every day in the Library. We would love all students to be part of one of our 

opportunities.  

 https://wbca.school/parents-and-carers/wider-opportunities/ 

 

Black History Month Competition 

The theme of this year’s Black History Month is Time for Change: Action Not Words. Linked 

to this, here at WBCA, we are launching a competition to raise awareness of this theme. 

We would like students to design a poster which can be displayed around the Academy to tie 

in with this year’s theme and encourage everyone to BE DECENT AND ACT WITHOUT 

PREJUDICE. 

The winning entry will be reproduced and displayed around the Academy in corridors and 

classrooms.  There will also be a £20 Amazon voucher as a prize. Mr Faux will decide on the 

winner. 

All entries should be handed in to Mrs Percival or Mr Jennings as a paper copy. 

Entries must be handed in by Monday 31st October 2022 – the final day of this year’s Black 

History Month, and the first Monday back after half term. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/west-bromwich-collegiate-academy
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
mailto:info@wbca.shirelandcat.net
https://wbca.school/parents-and-carers/wider-opportunities/


 

 

Please see details on the Student Portal here: Black History Month Poster Competition - 

Being decent and acting without prejudice (sharepoint.com) 

 

Academy Training Day 

The Academy has a scheduled staff training day on Friday 18th November 2022. The 

Academy will be fully closed to students on this day. 

 

Final Thoughts 

At WBCA we talk to the students a lot about decency, Mr Jennings actually set a whole 

school homework on this topic for students to put their own thoughts about it. Rather than 

some final words from myself, here are the words of one of our students in Year 8: 

“In my opinion to be a decent person in general you need respect. You need respect for 

yourself, for others, for the environment and for your learning. When a student has good 

manners and ethics towards their peers and teachers, they show they respect them and, in 

return are respected back. This can provide a positive attitude in the classroom and the 

school. Decent students are those who can work in a group without conflict, motivate others 

and yield productive output. 

When it comes to the community, being decent is very important, kindness and goodwill 

have a crucial role. Helping others, participating and getting to know people is a good way to 

show kindness and goodwill and to work co-operatively with others to achieve objectives. 

This shows you want the community to be a better place and have hopes for it to be its very 

best. A diverse environment has multiple benefits for personal development. Accepting and 

becoming more aware of other cultures. 

To make the world a better place we need to be selfless. Being concerned more with the 

needs and wishes of others than one’s own helps the world. To be selfless is to go out of our 

way to do kind acts for others, keeping people’s feelings in mind when we say or do things. 

Recognising that we are not better than anyone.  

 

Sometimes our students can articulate things better than the staff.  

I wish you all a restful half term.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
George Faux 

Principal 

 

 

https://shireland.sharepoint.com/sites/WBCA-Students/SitePages/Black-History-Month-Competition---Being-decent-and-acting-without-prejudice.aspx
https://shireland.sharepoint.com/sites/WBCA-Students/SitePages/Black-History-Month-Competition---Being-decent-and-acting-without-prejudice.aspx


 

 

Dates For Your Diaries 

Activity Date 

Return to the Academy Monday, 31 October 2022 at 8:40 am 

Year 8 Art – Guest Speaker Wednesday, 2 November 2022 

House Competition 3: Christmas Fair Stall Planning Wednesday, 2 November 2022 

Year 9: Greenpeace Guest Speaker Thursday, 3 November 2022 

New Year 7 Theme: In Days of Old Monday, 7 November 

New Year 8 Theme: Coming and Going Thursday, 10 November 2022 

Family Forum Thursday, 10 November 2022 

Remembrance Day Friday, 11 November 2022 

New Year 9 Theme: Tragedy Monday, 14 November 2022 

Maths Inspiration Event for selected More Able Year 
10s 

Tuesday, 15 November 2022 

Inset Day – Academy closed to students Friday, 18 November 2022 

Children in Need Friday, 18 November 2022 

Year 10 Review and Revision Week Week beginning Monday, 21 November 2022 

Road Safety Week Monday, 21 November 2022 

GCSE Art Careers Talk with Guest Speaker  Tuesday, 22 November 2022 

Year 10 Mock Exams Week beginning Monday, 28 November 2022 

A Christmas Carol Performance for Year 8 Thursday, 1 December 2022 

Year 7, 8, 9 Examinations Week beginning Monday, 5 December 2022 

House Competition 4 (tbc) Wednesday, 7 December 2022 

Christmas Fair for students, families and the community  Thursday, 8 December 2022, 4pm-7pm 

Assessment 1 Reports sent home Friday, 9 December 2022 

Save the Children Fundraising: Christmas Jumper Day Friday, 9 December 2022 

New Year 7 Theme: Fairytales Monday, 12 December 2022 

New Year 8 Theme: India Monday, 12 December 2022 

Humanutopia: Who Am I? (Years 10, 9, 8, 7) Monday, 12 – Thursday, 15 December 2022 

Year 10 GCSE Business Studies Trip to Aston 
University 

Tuesday, 13 December 2022 

Christmas Arts Showcase Thursday, 15 December 2022 

End of Term  Friday, 16 December 2022 at 12:45pm 

 

Please note: Dates may be subject to change. We will inform you of any changes with as much notice as 

possible.  


