
Preparing for Year 
11

September
2023

Please complete our 
survey before you 
leave.



Overview
• Year 11 – the Big Picture

• The Examinations

• Subject introductions

• Our offering

• How to support your child



This year 

• Revision skills

• Exploring Post-16 options
• Advice and Guidance interviews with trained advisors
• Courses and providers
• Personal Development and Focus Day programme

• Application writing

• Regular progress reports

• Two sets of mock exams – Oct/Nov and Feb/March

• Controlled assessments

• Exams

• Year 11 Prom!

• Results Day – 22 August 2024



Year 11 Leavers 
Prom

• Friday 28 June 2024, WBA Stadium

• Ticket will include meal, welcome 
drinks, DJ, photobooth

• We will involve students in the 
decision making and form a Prom 
Committee

• All students are invited to attend – there are 
no selection criteria*

• (the only time we would withdraw a student’s 
Prom ticket is if they displayed really poor 
behaviour)



When do the exams start?

• The main summer examination season begins on Thu 9th May 2024

• The season ends on 26th June 2024

• You must not book holidays until after this date

Students will have their morning exams starting at 9:00am and their 
afternoon exams at 1:30pm. The times of the exams cannot be changed 
(unless individual students have clashes – these will be discussed and 
resolved with the Exams Officer).

Students must be on time for all their exams as they might not be marked by 
the Exam Board if they arrive late. We have a legal obligation to inform the 
Exam Boards of students arriving late to maintain the national security of the 
exams.



GCSE Exam Timetable



Non-examination 
assessments

Subjects include: 

• Creative iMedia

• Health and Social care

• Drama

• Music

Teachers will inform students and families of the dates of these assessments

Some will be in January, some in the summer – we will let you know asap. 



Languages – Speaking Exams

Language teachers will conduct the Speaking exams. 

Qualified examiners will conduct the Community Languages Speaking exams.

Minutes before the actual exam starts, the students will be individually given their prep 
materials, and they will have a set time to prepare for the Speaking exam under exam 
conditions (approx. 10-15min).

The Speaking exam will be recorded and send to the Exam board to mark. 



Excellent 
attendance is 

crucial 

LOTS of content to be covered

Application of knowledge

Controlled assessments

Revision

The exams themselves



What support school will provide

A targeted Study Support 
programme

• Students who are 
identified as working 
below where we expect 
will be directed to 
attend afterschool 
sessions in specific 
subjects

• It may be that a student 
is directed to a 
programme of sessions 
on a particular topic, 
makes progress, then 
can attend a different 
subject

A weekly programme of 
independent revision

• Subjects will set 
revision and review 
tasks each week.

• This will be shared via 
the Student Portal, 
Edulink noticeboard and 
email

• We need your support 
to make sure students 
do this

Homework

• Regular homework to 
support and consolidate 
the learning in lessons

• Many subjects will still 
be covering new 
content until 
March/April time, eg
Science (as the course is 
so big)

Sessions during Feb half 
term and Easter – to be 

confirmed

• Students will be invited 
in for masterclasses and 
intensive intervention –
this will be based on 
predicted grades



Set work for 
students to do

They complete the 
work by the deadline

They don’t complete the 
work by the deadline

Earn Prom 
Points!

Communication 
with home

Still not 
completed?

Directed to Friday 
Academic Intervention

Continue to 
work hard

Exam success!

Work 
completed



What we 
need from 

you:



Check – ask your child

What revision have you 
done today?

Show me the revision 
you’ve completed this week

What else can you do?



Revision

Reviewing and studying work and 
information that has already 

been learned.

The purpose of revision is to:

• reinforce and consolidate learning

• gain a deeper understanding of the 
subject matter

• identify areas of weakness

• improve memory retention. 

• prepare for success on exams or 
assessments.

Revision is not learning a topic for the 
first time because it was missed out.



Repetition



Set realistic goals

Students are not going to:

• revise an entire topic in one evening

• be able to make perfectly beautiful flash cards for every thing you need to know

• memorise everything instantly

• become an expert overnight

Students are going to have to:

• put effort into revision over a long period of time

• be selective – what are the most important parts that need to be learned?

• start with topics that are more challenging

• demonstrate resilience 



Make your child start 
early
• Plan the time between now and the exams

• Little and often is best

• Cramming the night before does not work

• Leaving it till the week before the exam is 
too late – there is too much content to 
cover and this leads to feeling 
overwhelmed

• Students need to be revising NOW



Space to revise
A quiet area at home – bedroom, corner of the 
living room, kitchen table…

• Revision guides

• Class books

• Topic checklists

• Flash cards

• Paper or a notebook

• Pens and colours

• Highlighter pens

• A folder with dividers and pockets to keep 
notes and flashcards organised



Make sure 
they know 
what to 
revise and 
where to find 
resources

Work covered in the subject in Year 10 and 
11

Subject Teams contain past lessons

Revision checklists from subjects

Revision guides and materials have been 
provided to students when they were in Year 
10



What have we 
provided for 

students?

• Science – Combined Science Revision guide

• Biology, Chemistry, Physics Revisions guides

• English – texts, anthologies

• Maths – revision guide, workbook, flash cards

• German - revision guide, workbook, access to textbook via 
Kerboodle

• PE – revision booklets

• Geography – revision guide

• History – revision booklets including revision mind maps, 
revision guides / workbooks (will be given in Year 11)

• RE – revision guide



Kn
o

w
 w

h
en
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 r
ev

is
e Revision homework will be set weekly by subjects 

– there will be a plan for students to follow

Independent revision is also essential

Regular, short chunks of time – 20-30 minute 
sessions with 5 minute breaks

Interleaved learning – switch between topics



• Topics are 
identified 
with page 
numbers or 
resources

• More than 
one subject 
per night in 
small chunks

• Revision for 
English is 
included

• Timed 
sessions

40 mins30 mins x 2
30 mins 

30 mins 

30 mins 

30 mins 
Make flash  cards 
from pg 34-38 in 
Chem revision 
guide – 20 minutes

Mind map of 
conflict poems
60 mins



Active revision 
techniques
The best ones are:

• Q and A flash cards

• Mind maps – organising topics 
in a visual way

• Practise exam questions

• Teaching someone else



What other 
resources are 
there?



Online 
resources

Seneca

Sparx Maths

Century

DigitalTheatre+

Kerboodle

Mathswatch

All lessons on Subject Teams



Seneca

• Learn 2x Faster

• Seneca’s groundbreaking research involved 
1,120 students and was published in the peer 
reviewed academic journal IMPACT. The study 
found that students using Seneca performed 
105% better than peers studying using revision 
guides alone.

• Teachers will set assignments for students to 
complete as homework

How can the parent platform help teachers? | 
Seneca Learning Help Center

https://help.senecalearning.com/en/articles/4135222-how-can-the-parent-platform-help-teachers
https://help.senecalearning.com/en/articles/4135222-how-can-the-parent-platform-help-teachers


Self care

Eat 

Drink water

Take breaks

Sleep

Be kind to them, encourage them to be kind to 
themself

Talk



Positivity

• The power of ‘yet’

• Getting started is the hardest 
part

• Doing something – anything – is 
better than doing nothing
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English

The Department
Head of English: Mrs Brown 
Second in English: Mr Uddin 
Mr Smith (Head of Year 11)
Miss Davidson 
Miss Awan 



English @ WBCA 



English Language: Paper 1 Explorations in creative reading and writing 

Section A: Section B: 

Reading Writing 

Taught in year 10 
Taught in year 11

English Language: Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

Section A: Section B:

Reading Writing 

English @ WBCA 

English Language: Spoken Language 



English Literature: Paper 1 

Section A: Section B: 

Macbeth The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Taught in year 10 
Taught in year 11

English Literature: Paper 1 

Section A: Section B: Section C. 

An Inspector Calls Power and Conflict Poetry Unseen Poetry 

English @ WBCA 

WBCA hosts a 
performance of 
Macbeth on the 

20th February 



Term 1A Half term Term 1B Christmas Term 2A Term 2B

• Power Poems 
• Creative Writing

• (Recall and home 
learning Macbeth)  

• Jekyll and Hyde
• Paper 1 Recall  

Mocks: 
Paper 1 Lit
Paper 1 Language 

• AIC 
• Paper 2 language

Mocks:
Paper 2 Lit 
Paper 2 Language    

• Power and Conflict 
Poetry 

Content covered: 
The current year 11s have covered the following content: Macbeth (full study and annotated scripts), Language paper 1 (all 
questions), An Inspector Calls, 7 Conflict poems (annotated anthologies), Language paper 2 and Spoken Language 

Resources:
The current year 11s have study companions for Macbeth and An Inspector Calls, an AQA anthology partially annotated and an 
AQA English Language workbook. 

Still to come:
• Power poems: (Ozymandias, My Last Duchess, The Emigree, Storm on the Island, Checkin Out Me History, The Prelude, 

Tissue and London) 
• Jekyll and Hyde: Copies provided  Recall and Relearn →

Current Year 11 Cohort 

WBCA – English Department - Introducing the year 



There are lots of 
revision guides 

available in addition 
to those provided by 

the school. 

If you buy extra, make 
sure you choose AQA 

materials 

English @ WBCA 



What’s 
available on 

Digital 
Theatre+

English @ WBCA 



Online Learning Resources

• www.century.tech - Complete activities based on GCSE courses

• www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/  Complete activities and quizzes based on GCSE courses 

• www.DigitalTheatre+.com – watch the plays we have studied. Access critical essays and other performance materials   

• www.openculture.com  – watch and listen to anything from audiobooks, documentaries and speeches. 

• www.vocabulary.com/lists - you can use this website to practise vocabulary 

YouTube – English specialists 

1. Mr Bruff 

2. Mr EverythingEnglish 

3. Miss Cole

4. Mr Salles 

English @ WBCA 

http://www.century.tech/
http://www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/
http://www.digitaltheatre+.com/
http://www.openculture.com/
http://www.vocabulary.com/lists


Maths
Head of Maths: Miss Richards
Second in Maths: Ms Elsabagh
Miss Thapa
Miss Pham
Mr Nirwal











Higher
Paper 2 
and 3 





Revisit the Maths work you 
have done

Use a website

• Sparx Maths

• Century

• Mathswatch

• Teams Lessons

Useful for both reminders on how to do 
things and questions to answer

• Attend revision sessions

• After school clubs

• Lunch time clubs

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/bookdetail.asp?c=MEHR43&level=125&subject=205&TypeOfBook=304,305,307


Revisit work you have done

• Use a Revision Guides for the Edexcel 
Pearsons Maths GCSE.

• Look up anything you don’t know and 
then have a go at some questions

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/bookdetail.asp?c=MEHR43&level=125&subject=205&TypeOfBook=304,305,307








GCSE Science

Head of department – Mr Latham

Second in department – Mr Iqbal

Mrs Henderson

Miss Lewis

Mrs Gould

Mrs Priestley

Miss Andrews

Mr Hussain





Overview of the Science GCSE

Separate Sciences
3 GCSES 

(Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

2 exams per GCSE (50% 
weighting each)

• 1 hour 45 min (100 marks) 
per paper

• 3.5 hours of exams per 
GCSE (10.5 hours in total)

Students will receive 3 
separate grades from 9-1

Combined Science 
2 GCSEs

(Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

6 exams in total (16.7% 
weighting each)

• 1 hour 15 min (70 marks) per 
paper

• 7.5 hours of exams in total

Students will receive 2 grades: 
9-9, 9-8, 8-8….2-1, 1-1



Unit 1 exams Unit 2 exams Separate GCSEs

Biology Biology Paper 1 Biology Paper 2 Biology GCSE

Chemistry Chemistry Paper 1 Chemistry Paper 

2

Chemistry GCSE

Physics Physics Paper 1 Physics Paper 2 Physics GCSE

Combined grade based on performance 

across all 6 exams

GCSE Breakdown



Breakdown of papers
Biology Paper 1

B1 - Cell Biology
B2 – Organisation
B3 – Infection & 
Response
B4 - Bioenergetics

Biology Paper 2

B5 – Homeostasis & Response
B6 – Inheritance, Variation & 
Evolution
B7 – Ecology

Chemistry Paper 1

C1 – Atomic Structure & the Periodic 
Table
C2 – Bonding, structure and Properties of 
Matter
C3 – Quantitative Chemistry
C4 – Chemical Changes
C5 – Energy Changes

Chemistry Paper 2

C6 – Rates & Extent of Chemical 
Change
C7 – Organic Chemistry
C8 – Chemical Analysis
C9 – Chemistry of the Atmosphere
C10 – Using Resources

Physics Paper 1

P1 – Energy 
P2 – Electricity 
P3 – Particle Model of Matter
P4 – Atomic Structure

Physics Paper 2

P5 – Forces 
P6 – Waves
P7 – Magnetism & Electromagnetism
P8 – Space Physics



Breakdown of Tiers
• 9-9  

• 8-9  

• 8-8  

• 7-8

• 7-7  

• 6-7

• 6-6  

• 5-6

• 5-5  

• 4-5

• 4-4  

• 3-4

• 3-3  

• 2-3  

• 2-2  

• 1-2  

• 1-1  
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What can you do?

• Revision guides – All students have been given 
them

• Check website – revision information and advice

• Past exam questions and mark schemes - AQA

• Test students on mind maps / flash cards

• Support in completing Homework and Revision tasks

• Encourage attendance at revision sessions in the 
future



Take home messages

• Support your child with knowing:

• What exams they are taking
• When they are

• Where to find what to revise

• Create time and space for revision at home 

• Make a revision timetable with your child and stick to the 
plan

• Short, manageable chunks of revision, with breaks

• Sign up to Seneca and monitor your child’s homework and 
revision

• Monitor the noticeboard on Edulink for revision plans

• Follow our revision schedule

• Get them what they need for exams 

• Remind your child – they are not expected to know 
everything YET, but they do need to work at it



Questions?

Please complete the short 
survey to give us some 
feedback.

Thank you for attending. 
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